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Hello and welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English. I'm Rosie
and Li joins me today to talk about a fascinating object in London.

Hello... but what is this object?
Ah, now that’s what you have to guess. We're going to listen to the

director of the British Museum, Neil MacGregor, talking about one of the
objects in the museum. Let’s see if you can guess what he’s talking about.

To look at, it is decidedly dull. It’'s a grey stone about the size of one of those large
suitcases you see people trundling around on wheels at airports, and the rough edges
show that it’s been broken from a larger stone, with the fractures cutting across the text
that covers one side. And when you read that text, it’s pretty dull too. It’s mostly
bureaucratic jargon about tax concessions. But as so often in the museum, appearances

are deceiving.

Li: Don't tell me what it is... I want to guess.

Rosie: Go for it.

Li: So it's a grey stone. —HUK 43k, And it's about the size of a large
suitcase. K/, FlI—ANKEFRIRITHEZEAZ, (HA R LLFE S #5707

Rosie: OK, so it’s a stone. It's big. It’s grey. And what else?

Li: We heard that there is text on it... Er... Not sure...

Rosie: Well, I'll give you a clue. The name of this object sounds slightly like my
name.

Li: Your name? Rosie? Rosie... Ah, I know! It's the Rosetta Stone!

Rosie: Well done, Li. It is indeed the Rosetta Stone. This is a stone that was
made in Ancient Egypt and which has text on it. In the clip we heard, Neil
MacGregor says that the stone look dull or boring, and that the text on the
stone is pretty dull too.

Li: PHEM AU A R 2 5 A1E bureaucratic jargon tbin, FilkihH tax concessions.
So what’s so special about the stone then?
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Rosie: Well, the script is in three different languages on the stone and it was the
key to understanding the Ancient Egyptian language of hieroglyphs. Let’s
listen to a clip which describes the languages used on the Rosetta Stone:

Insert

What matters about the Rosetta Stone is not what it says but that it says it three times
and in three different languages: in classical Greek, the language of the Greek rulers
and the state administration; and then in two forms of Ancient Egyptian: the everyday
writing of the people known as Demotic and the priestly hieroglyphics which had for
centuries baffled Europeans.

Li: o R A T R 2 SR T A S S classical Greek X & 24 I 7 i 45 i 2 A0 4
[ s FH 37 the state administration. 285 X ZI 7 B RAS 8] ) i 352 S0
—ANIEE S demotic Ji— MR G IR X3 hieroglyphics.

Rosie: These were the three languages used in Ancient Egypt. They wrote the
text in different languages to make sure that everyone would understand
it.

Li: Kt R A A FERE AT I B2, RO A B =Rt s, FEIA

ARSI C7 . It was the key to deciphering hieroglyphs.

Rosie: Yes, although it took a long time to decipher what these meant. It was a
very complex puzzle. Much more difficult that learning English!

Li: XA VAR WAL R ST EE S E R EEAME NS ? AN FTE JRAT 22 JAE B W A A= S
Ao URNIA AR I [R) R AT N B M 15 AR e S 7 B i AT 4 e

Rosie: So Li, do you know who managed to decipher the texts?

Li: I know that it was more than one person. 7 Thomas Young, 24, F%

)— NI E -3 R B » FiE R, Jean-Frangois Champollion. fi T
1822 N S — ALV T 15 e GOV S S5 M R D RS AT 5 . R AT AR
P& PNS

Rosie: So the hieroglyphs were only deciphered in 1822. And in that last clip we
heard that this key to understanding hieroglyphs is what really matters,
rather than what the text says.

Li: AR ZR, AOMTRAE RS LEZRINE . It was about the pharaoh
of the time. {H2& R prLLanttA & st 2 B E e NATIF T IR S SO0 SCH I &
Ho

Rosie: Yes... The text is all about all the great things that the pharaoh Ptolemy V
did for the priests and the people of Egypt.

Li: RXAUD FER AT LR SO B BN 5, NI R SOE A TR A,
e ?
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http://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%BD%97%E5%A1%9E%E5%A1%94%E7%9F%B3%E7%A2%91
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Rosie: Let’s listen to another clip in which Neil MacGregor gives us a brief
introduction to why the Rosetta Stone was made:

Insert

The Rosetta Stone was made in 196 BC on the first anniversary of the coronation of
Ptolemy V, by then a teenager. It’s a decree issued by Egyptian priests, ostensibly to
mark the coronation and to declare Ptolemy’s new status as a living god. Divinity went
with the job of being a pharaoh.

Li: PR AR S B SR 2 AR S T AN coronation FUARAE I AR M6 a
living god.
Rosie: That’s how pharaohs were seen in Ancient Egypt, as divinities or living

gods. That's quite impressive considering Ptolemy V was only a teenage
boy at the time.

Li: — LS HEZ AL ZE NI, it sounds like the last emperor of Chinal

Rosie: So make sure that if you're in London you go and see the Rosetta Stone.
It's in the British Museum and it’s free to visit.

Li: That's all for now from On The Town, but please join us again at
www.bbcukchina.com. Bye!

Rosie: Bye bye!
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