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Question

Hello, I read a sentence in a book: "One should always live in the best company,
whether it be of books or of men". Why is the word 'be’, not 'is'? Thank you!

Feifei: KL R—A A ANEEL T RIS THIRNGET, NSZNEA RN A
1T 7 ERIMAKEEX A4 F FHVr—#, 5 KK EHA 'whether it be'. XM
HEETH 'whether it is' SREMRME? ERFILBHZE—T.

Insert 1

One should always live in the best company, whether it be of books or of men.

Feifei: 'Whether it be' XA FIEPEEE LR IEMT, X2E—NEEEWBE, @EEE
RIREHHIA — /MBS ER R G DL K . "Whether it be' (R “Tit2”
EFEER. AR R R AN EREIR U, B AEIACSEE h 3 I B E S
.

Insert 2

(man) They decided they would have a picnic, whether it be sunny or whether it be wet.

(woman) I love this handbag! Whether it be real or fake, it's absolutely fabulous!

(man) All I want is to eat some great tasting food, whether it be Chinese or not.

Feifei: fE BRI A R, ZhiA ki to be' AIRER MBI IL. KU 'be' Fom LA
e A 'be that as it may’', B2 “BIEAIL” KRR . W2 —F B IE 3
%, AR DB A ] E RS LR A

Insert 3

Man 1: This painting must be finished by the end of tomorrow.

Woman: But that's impossible — I'm off work tomorrow!

Man 1: Be that as it may: the deadline is tomorrow and it must be done.

Feifei: 'Be that as it may' &Y™l RIE. &7 —MEIER 'so be it', XNFREH
CRRIXFEIN” B “IRAVEFARTESCE” MR 1EWT N A
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Insert 4

Woman: They said the repairs would cost $2,000 dollars — I can't believe it!
Man: That does sound expensive... oh well, so be it.
Feifei: So be it. FHIHFEAWERE, RATLESELE . EMUENZ LBEG N IEE LRI,

A BIIAERIRAE B R P FMEHE . o7, SREATER 7K RS0 be
1415 . 'Whether it be' HRER R EIE N . 'Be that as it may' #t2 “RIELIH”
MEl. &JGEF 'so be it' - “HUXFEIR” , “HEgaik” . A4 Whether it be
this week or next week, we hope you'll join us again soon. Eiflr, A
T H B!
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