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Question

Hello, I’'m Catherine and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week.
Helping me answer your questions today is Feifei.
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Our question today comes from Way, who has a question about two very
similar words.
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Yes, let’'s hear the question.

I am not sure about the difference between 'historical’ and 'historic'. Could you please
tell me how to use the two words correctly? Thank you.
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Catherine: Yes, absolutely. They are both connected with history, and they are both
adjectives. We can talk about historic places, and we can talk about
historical places too.
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Catherine: OK. Well, historical is a very general word. Any single thing, or group of
things, that are related to history, can be described as historical. Here are
two people talking about their travel plans.

Example

Man 1: We'll spend the afternoon visiting the historical buildings in the old town.
Then we’ll have lunch.

Man 2: How long does it take to get there?

Man 1: Nearly 4 hours. Don’t forget to bring something to read.

Man 2: I will — I've got a couple of historical novels | want to finish.

Man 1: Oh, historical fiction? | like that too.
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Right. So while historical is used very generally, the word historic has a
very specific sense. We say something is historic when we want to
emphasise that it is very special, important, unique or unforgettable in our
history.
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Both! We can talk about historic days, historic meetings, historic places,
historic moments. Here’s a tour guide to give us some examples.

And here are the steps from which the president made his historic announcement. And
at the top of the steps, the historic silver gate is over 400 years old. It's the only one of
its kind that survives today.
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Yes. Historical is general, historic is specific. Or you can look at it this way:
if something is historical, it happened in the past. If something is historic,
it happened in the past and it’s very important.

WIE T o XX AN i i i D 2 10T historical filiidid k2B 0 — 131G M
historic fifiifid LA EM . I HARR HEREMF.

Let’s hope that listening to this programme turns out to be a historic
moment for our questioner, Way.
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Goodbye!
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