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David Beckham says he's 'honoured' and 'excited' by this new role, as part-time global

ambassador for Chinese football. It could be one of his toughest yet.

In the world's most populous country, football has struggled for popularity. Corruption
and match-fixing have tainted Chinese football. And recent attempts by Chinese clubs to
hire star players from abroad, including Didier Drogba and Nicolas Anelka have
foundered. The big foreign names have left after just a few months, disappointed by their

new clubs or the standard of the game in China.

In the same way he was an ambassador for the London Olympics, David Beckham's role
will be to promote China's Super League inside and outside the country. In particular he'll

try to encourage Chinese children to get interested in the game.

It's not clear how much he'll be paid by China's League to be its ambassador, but he'll

continue to play football for his new French club Paris St. Germain.
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Questions
1. True or False? The new role could be one of the most difficult in Beckham's
career.
2. True or False? Hiring star players from abroad such as Didier Drogba has proved
successful.
3. Why have foreign stars given up after just a few months?
4. What else is expected of Beckham in his new role apart from promoting China's

Super League?

Vocabulary and definitions

honoured R

role RGNS

ambassador € N=-PIVN

toughest s A HRARPER

corruption Jg

tainted W57

standard K

to encourage i
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Answers to the questions

1. True or False? The new role could be one of the most difficult in Beckham's
career.
Answer: True. It could be one of his toughest yet.

2. True or False? Hiring star players from abroad such as Didier Drogba has proved
successful.
Answer: False. Hiring star players from abroad, including Didier Drogba and
Nicolas Anelka has foundered.

3. Why have foreign stars given up after just a few months?
Answer: Because they were disappointed by their new clubs or the standard of
the game in China.

4. What else is expected of Beckham in his new role apart from promoting China's
Super League?
Answer: In particular he'll try to encourage Chinese children to get interested in

the game.
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