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Coping with accents
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Hi there. Welcome to Question and Answer of the week, the
programme in which we help to answer any questions you have
about English. I'm Jennifer, and with me in the studio today is Li.
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We've had a question from Peng Xiao, in Harbin. He says: "All the
English programmes have been trying to teach us received English.
However, when we talk with foreigners, they are more likely to
speak English with strong local accents. As a result, I can't
understand anything. What should I do?"

It's often difficult. s2We[E 2408, 1R 2 HIEHCEAT B BBUR s HESE %, =
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Thank you for your question, Peng Xiao. Accents are a great part of
any language, they make it interesting and colourful. In the UK,
there are many different accents, which vary from town to town.

That's right. SEESHAADAFKEHE, Wr EEZRA

Even if your mother tongue is English, it can often be difficult to
understand certain accents, especially if they are strong. Often,
there are also regional dialects; words and phrases which are only
used in a specific place, and not common to English as a whole.
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We'll talk shortly about what you can do when you are faced with
an accent you cannot understand, but first of all, let's listen to
some examples of regional accents across the UK. Here are some
of Great Britain's winning Olympic and Paralympic athletes, talking
about their experiences.
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Andy Murray: I played a really, really good match today, it was quite tough
conditions, very windy but really tough conditions but I did well. That was
number one for me, biggest win of my life and this week's been incredible so far.
Jessica Ennis: I am so shocked, I can't believe it. After the javelin, I knew I
was on for a good score and that medal, but I couldn't let myself believe it until
I crossed the finish line of the 800m.

Greg Rutherford: The most amazing feeling in the world. This has been a long
Process, and I thought I was going to jump further than that but I don't care,
I'm Olympic champion, who cares?

Danielle Brown: It's unreal. I can't explain what I'm feeling, just so many
different emotions.

Jennifer: So we heard there from Olympic and Paralympic gold medallists
Andy Murray, Jessica Ennis, Greg Rutherford and Danielle Brown.

Li: I must say, those are really hard to understand! ix & A fF G A 5%
P, T H SRR RE T L . EXMIENLR, RUZEAME? What
should you do if you do not understand?

Jennifer: People often speak quite fast, so you can say "Could you speak a
little more slowly, please?"

Li: PRa] PLESEE A A Ui /518 —2 "Could you speak a little more slowly,
please?"

Jennifer: You could also say, "Could you repeat that, please?"

Li: fRi&A] LAikiFE# EE —F "Could you repeat that, please?" But Jen,
what if they repeat, or speak slowly, and you still don't understand?

Jennifer: The best thing to do is to admit that you don't understand. Perhaps

you could say "I'm very sorry, I'm having trouble understanding.
Could you explain what you mean?"

Li: 5 B B A AR A T O 5 O, SRS LEABAT TS VR R — T AT
Jennifer: Speaking and listening are some of the most difficult parts of
learning English, but the more you practise, the better you'll get.

Li: Practice makes perfect! ##5/:75. You could try listening to British
radio, where you will hear a variety of different regional accents.

Jennifer: Well Peng Xiao, I hope we've answered your question. Give it a go,
and most importantly, don't be afraid to make mistakes!
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Jennifer: Join us again next week. Bye for now!

Li: Bye!
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