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Rob: Hello I'm Rob and welcome to another ....

Li: ...to another Question and Answer of the Week. XM T4 K1 (R I D
A H R EFT

Rob: Mmm Li, | was going to say that, you just interrupted me!

Li: Sorry but to be honest, | think I'm better at introducing the programme.

Rob: Oh! But I'm normally supposed to introduce it — honestly Li, you've got
zero respect for me.

Li: Oh dear Rob ¥ HX il — fi LA K E! fRiRss T . Of course | have, please
carry on.

Rob: Hmm. Thanks! Perhaps you will allow me to read today's question. It
comes from Kristy in Hong Kong who has asked: When | was sitting for an
examination, | read an instruction "No question in respect of the paper will
be answered"”. | know every word but | don't understand the meaning of
the whole sentence. Could you please explain? Thanks.

Li: Thanks Kristy. That's a good question. Kristy 2 H SN, ANkt %45
8] an instruction 5N 2K 24 & B 1t mentioned the word respect
¥ . Does this mean she should not respect the exam paper?

Rob: Nothing like that Li. This use of the word has a different meaning. The
type of respect you should have given me earlier was about being
respectful, appreciating me, even holding me in esteem or high regard!

Li: ik HLA] respectful BB HE AR RAEH B E OK, but in the exam
instructions, the word respect has nothing to do with esteem. Rob iX#lH &
B R AR XTIE?

Rob: Exactly. When you are asked to do something in respect of something
else, it really means in reference to or in connection with.
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Here are a few more examples:

In respect of today’s news, | think we need to get together and discuss
the way forward.

There will be no refunds in respect of the delay to the train yesterday, it
wasn't our fault.

So in respect connects two things together. In Kristy's question it was
questions and the exam paper.

Yes. No questions in respect of the paper — and then there is an action, a
verb — will be answered. In other words, nobody will answer questions
about the exam paper.

Why didn't they just say that! JFORIX Al ) RE, A RFER @A EI% .
F>k in respect of 2 EX MM it's formal English, isn't it?

It is. You can also say in respect to when referring to a specific thing.
Here are some more examples:

With respect to what we discussed earlier, | think we need to look at the
figures again and get some advice.
Dear Sir, | am writing in respect to your letter dated 7" of March.

Hopefully using the phrase in respect to is now a bit clearer.
Oh yes, I'm having a bit more respect for you now Rob!

Ha ha. The word respect has several meanings, one of which you just
used. You can also give someone your respects. These are polite
messages or good wishes. Like this:

Please give my respects to your mother when you see her.

FHEIX AR R R ARG, AL, HEW, M B E SRS R

And sometimes you might hear someone say with all due respect. This is
a polite statement that precedes an expression of disagreement with
somebody else's view. Like this:
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Woman:

With all due respect, | think your estimate of how much the job will cost is
far too high.

Li: BB R R E B ARE, I, RRZ T RAA R IS, &
U2 HiSGE With all due respect.

Rob: And finally, you can treat something or someone with respect, this means
to look after something with care, consideration or caution. Like this:

Example:

Man: You've got to treat this sports car with respect; it has a lot of power.

Li: PLE il A) i with respect & B ZH /MO IIEZE. Hmm, respect is a useful
word; I'm certainly going to treat it with respect!

Rob: That's good to hear — and with respect to Kristy's question, | hope we've
given it the respect it deserves. | just need some more respect from you
now Li.

Li: Well Rob I've been told that you have to earn respect 1R 2l 5 i #5357 A F %5
H#l

Rob: And have | earned it now?

Li: Of course. | was only joking. But it's time to go now. FRANFEEETLTE2 3] Kb
KUY, AT SETE BRI, TEBEI A WA FRATTIRT AR 2 «

uestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Rob: We look forward to hearing from you.

Li: L.

Rob: L.

Li: Very respectable!

Rob: Thanks.

Rob & Li: Bye!
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