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Abigail: Hello, this is Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Abigail.
Feifei: And I'm Feifei. 4Kk H R Michelle.
Question

I am confused about two words - alternative and selection. 1 know the
common meaning of the two is choosing, but what exactly is the
difference between them?

Feifei: Michelle #EiE A 1FE MR — F alternative il selection iX %/ il
X 5. So what do you think, Abigail?

Abigail: Well, it’s funny, | would never have thought of those two
words as similar at all. But now Michelle asks the question, |
can see they are quite similar.

Feifei: Abigail MR R SX AN ARAIL, Ak En Michelle Frij
Y, JRATTIE B AR T Z kg B R gl F 21X PN . 1t's about
choosing.

Abigail: Yes — but one problem is they both have more than one

meaning. Which I think makes it quite confusing.

Feifei: A AR TS ER S E], EHRZILER S L. Let's
keep it as simple as we can.

Abigail: Well, I'll do my best. So, if we start with ‘alternative’. One
simple way to think of it is that it means another thing.
Another choice is ‘an alternative’.

Feifei: We would say in Chinese “%—/~",
Abigail: It's a choice between two things.
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Feifei: K, PiEiE—. | think an example would help. How about
choosing food?

Abigail: Yeah, OK. So, Lots of people don’t eat meat. So if meat is
offered, they would ask for an alternative.

Feifei: A vegetarian alternative & & i&#t. How about ‘alternative
plan’ & Hit%1?

Abigail: Yes, if one plan doesn’t work, then you need an alternative
plan. Or sometimes there is no other plan, and you have no
alternative.

Feifei: FIXFERT, RATRESSIT A "1 had to do it, | had no alternative"
AR LIFIX AM, FAITLERE | had no alternative.

Abigail: Well, it’s a good excuse! But sometimes you do have a choice.
And sometimes you have several things to choose from. Or a
selection.

Feifei: That was the other word Michelle asked about — selection.

Abigail: So, imagine a shop with lots of things to choose from. Maybe
coats in different colours — black, blue, red, white...

Feifei: o, AT, B s —fFRAR, AR ZMARZ 3R Bk
R h B 14, a selection of colours Fifh554:, a
selection of coats KAKHKNNEZL . So you look at the selection,
and choose.

Abigail: Yes, you choose from a selection. So, in that case, ‘selection’
means a range of things to choose from.

Feifei: Yes, XH selection &2 I fEHkIL M HEIR M. But ‘selection’
also means the choice you make.

Abigail: Yes, | hadn’t realised, until Michelle asked this question, that
selection also means the particular choice you make. So, you
look at the coats, and you make a selection.

Feifei: WA AR T —F R, AR KA AL B 1 AR A e 48 1 25
selection. ANl # AT selection SRIEZE SN A IE A
A selection can be a lot of things to choose from.
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Abigail: Whereas ‘alternative’ means one of two possible choices. It's
funny, we have a lot of different words for choosing. | hadn’t
realised quite how many there are.

Feifei: It was a good question - so Michelle in Guangxi, thank you.
U R AR DA 2 ) Aol BRI BOE 2 HME A, U Ad a4 7 XA ]
RIELETAT. BATHIIEHE 2 guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Goodbye!
Abigail: Byel!
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