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KFKUf, feMH. | have come to Earl's Court to see the London Book
Fair. fHE— e g S2dE w5 A HI. - It's a very important event on
the British calendar. So welcome to join me for a special edition of On the
Town from BBC Learning English.

TRV TIRNA LT, MIEHEXRES 2R K —IX the biggest ever
U, AR R R R A AEAS 0TS R 1 3 s R BB I X Ay absolutely thrilled:

My name is Alistair Burtenshaw. I'm Director of the London Book Fair, a
role I've been doing for the last eleven years.

Very glad to meet you Alistair. How would you describe this year's London
Book Fair, in terms of its scale and impact?

Well, this year's London Book Fair is the biggest ever and we're absolutely
thrilled to be welcoming China as our Market Focus country here at the
London Book Fair.

I would be interested to know - why do you think that the British public,
or globally, there is an interest in China?

Well, I've been visiting China for the last nine years and during my seven
visits I've seen for myself just how dynamic China is and what a thriving
and exciting culture China has. And we're absolutely thrilled to be able to
welcome so many contemporary Chinese writers as well. Of course, China
is now the world's second largest economy, it's the world’'s most populous
country, and of course it's the world's largest publishing marketplace by
volume of books.

As Alistair said, China took centre stage in the exhibition hall #i{ /i KS &
KR E R £ 7% 200 . No wonder the whole place is filled with Chinese
pictures, books and music.

I've been coming here for 25 years and it changes every year.
What is the biggest change this year?

The biggest change? Well, | think China is the biggest change this year.
It's very large in the hall next door.
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I know. Why do you think that people are very interested in China
nowadays?

Because | don't think a lot of people know what China is like. So,
obviously, they go and see all the memorabilia and all the antiquities that
have come to the UK, so | think people are very interested, yes.

EfrZME G EEITER, 5IAEH . Al 20 E AT Do R, W AR FRACEIR
Ak B E & R4l &0 memorabilia A9 5 K& A8k~ antiquities.

You're listening to a special edition of On the Town on the 2012 London
Book Fair here at Earl's Court. [ 7 i EJ&iX— Kz 4, SERe S i Ricf
245 WE? 1 put this question to Alistair, director of the event.

Well, I think the biggest change in this year's London Book Fair is really
the impact of digital technology and digital publishing on books. And I've
seen the same thing when I've been in China, that there's a huge amount
of reading on mobile phones and there's much digital publishing. And it's
quite similar here; it's not exactly the same because people read less on
mobile phones but they do read on e-book readers, for example, so not
just in print. And of course the big topic that's being discussed by
publishers is - how can they make books really exciting for readers to read
online or to read on mobile telephones or to read on e-book readers? And
it's leading to lots of great creativity and lots of great new ideas about
what a book will be in the future.

W 38 702 AMAEAS 2T RE AR B R A A4 2 LT~ RN 7 Y fiR digital technology
and digital publishing. [ AZ7EFH1 175 mobile phones, ifii & AT £ 4
FHH T2 2% e-readers. Digital, digital and go digital, that's definitely the
future direction of book publishing. Everyone at the exhibition noticed it.
There's even a designated zone called digital zone HF[X. No wonder this
woman is so excited about this year's London Book Fair. But there is also
something else she finds exciting - what is it? 1 R = XL SCEHEE AR A
HEEYT, AT HESY,

And there's like a big focus on digital this year so it's really showing how
the market is changing, so it's quite exciting. | love to read so it's nice to
have a look at Penguin and Faber and Bloomsbury and see which new
books are going to be coming out. I've just found out that Virginia Woolf's
great-niece has written a book that's coming out — and I love Virginia
Woolf, so that was quite exciting.
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