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The 8 year-old problem-solver 8 5 /NM#E
HEE ] @R Vocabulary: Problems

Have you ever had a troubling problem
that has left you wondering where to
turn for help?

Eve Hobsbawm is a life counsellor.
She offers advice to people
struggling with all kinds of dilemmas,
from relationship difficulties to what to
cook for dinner.
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She does this through a website inviting
people to email her with their queries and quandaries. There's nothing
unusual about that... except for the fact that Eve is only eight years old.

This junior trouble-shooter, who also goes by the name 'Miss Evie Mouse',
lives in London with her parents. Not only is Miss Mouse willing to lend an
ear to her clients, she will also offer them a helping hand... for a fee of
course.

She charges between 10p (1 yuan) for advice on little, everyday worries and
£1 (10 yuan) for thornier problems. Her areas of expertise - if not of
experience - are: "Problems about love, life and work-life balance.”

A problem shared is a problem halved, but Eve can't always help. A note
on the site states that she can't answer questions like "Does space ever end?"
and she won't solve "schoolwork-related problems (especially not maths)."

She explained to the Guardian newspaper that she was inspired to set up the
company by her father who runs a tech start-up. Eve said: "As soon as | saw
his business and understood the kinds of things businesses do, | thought
that's what I'm going to do."

But since setting up her company in December she has been so
overwhelmed with messages that she has had to take a step back. "There
has been a lot of sudden interest in my site, which is nice,"” she says, "but I
need to do my homework too, so | won't be solving any more problems for a
bit."
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. How old is Eve?
. Is this statement true, false, or not given? Eve has been running her problem-solving

company for many years.

. Does Eve offer to solve all problems?
. Look at the article. Can you see a word that means 'more difficult'?
. Look at the article. What idiom relating to problems uses the language of fractions?

Exercise %]
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1. I have this problem that's been me for months.

‘ struggling inspiring troubling querying
2. Would you mind ? 1 have something | need to talk about.

‘ lending an ear borrowing a tongue selling a hand stealing your eyes
3. 1 have a — should | stay or should I go?

‘ dilemma worried difficult ponder
4. Mike is in a over whether to tell Mary he no longer loves her.

| quarry guorum quandary question
5. Sara has been feeling ever since she had her second child.

‘ overwhelmed underwhelmed underfed overslept
Take Away English B & 551 © British Broadcasting Corporation 2012

Page 2 of 4
bbcukchina.com/learningenglish



Answers and Glossary &£ 5#JC

Quiz MUK

1. How old is Eve? Eight years old.

2. Is this statement true, false, or not given? Eve has been running her problem-solving
company for many years. False: She set up the problem-solving company in December.

3. Does Eve offer to solve all problems? No. Eve doesn't promise help for all problems. A note
on the site states that she can't answer guestions like "Does space ever end?"” and she
won't solve "schoolwork-related problems (especially not maths)."

4. Look at the article. Can you see a word that means 'more difficult'? Thornier.

5. Look at the article. What idiom relating to problems uses the language of fractions? A
problem shared is a problem halved.

Exercise %3

1. I have this problem that's been troubling me for months.

2. Would you mind lending an ear? | have something | need to talk about.
3. I have a dilemma — should | stay or should | go?
4
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. Mike is in a quandary over whether to tell Mary he no longer loves her.
. Sara has been feeling overwhelmed ever since she had her second child.
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Glossary FiL#

troubling A N KU 1)

where to turn for help FI HL SR R ?

a life counsellor N A )

to offer (someone) advice Fept i

to struggle L

a dilemma (IR P HER) FEE

a query FE i)

a quandary Fe AT A HE A

a trouble-shooter REA P I /)N

to lend (someone) an ear I W Ath N 4 1)

to offer (someone) a helping hand WWAN—HEZ T

thornier Z R, SEAL BT 10
work-life balance AR AR S Al

a problem shared is a problem halved Ot BRAUE T, I URAR R T
inspired 4N

a tech start-up — IR A H

to be overwhelmed
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