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Vibrating tattoos £E#HI85 K%
HE# 3] 5 FHI Vocabulary: mobile phones

Imagine having a tattoo that vibrates
every time you receive an SMS or
another mobile phone alert. It might
sound like something out of a sci-fi film,
but Nokia think the idea has a nice ring
to it.

The Finnish company has filed a patent
for the idea of tattooing, stamping or
spraying ferromagnetic material on
skin, which would be connected to a
mobile phone.

The patent application suggests the tattoo could vibrate for any kind of alert,
from a top-up to an answer phone message: "Examples of... applications
may be low battery indication, received message, received call, calendar
alert, change of profile, e.g. based on timing, change of time zone, or any
other.”

The word coverage in the world of mobile phones could come to mean more
that the geographical area in which you can use your mobile: what part of your
body would the tattoo cover? Options suggested so far are a person's arm,
abdominal area, finger or fingernail.

Getting a tattoo would no longer be an aesthetic choice as the tattoos may
even be invisible. People might also get charged up about the possibility of
using the tattoo as an identity check and as a password to use devices such as
laptops.

But is it right to let technology invade not only our lives but also our bodies?
Or do we need a wake-up call? For those who like to relax and switch off,
the idea may need to be put on hold.
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1. What idea has Nokia filed a patent for?

2. True, false or not given: The tattoo would only vibrate when a user receives a text message
or phone call.

3. Why might the tattoos be useful for a person's online security?

4. Which phrasal verb in the article means to stop thinking or concentrating?

5. Look at the article. Which phrasal verb means both 'to make someone wait on the
telephone' and 'to stop the progress of something'?
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1. My boyfriend didn't even call me for my birthday... He sent me !

| a wake-up call an SMS a password an alert

2. | can't call you from the hotel because the isn't very good and | have no signal.
| vibrations charger coverage low battery

3. "I'm not sure whether Chris is here today. I'll put you for a minute while I check."
| on answer message on the line on the hold on hold

4. That girl thinks she is better than everyone else. She really needs !

| a mobile phone a wake-up call a vibrating tattoo a top-up
5. Clive didn't answer but I got though to his and left a message.
| laptop application answer phone text messages
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Answers and Glossary 2 5#HC

Quiz Ml%:

1. What idea has Nokia filed a patent for? Nokia has filed a patent for the idea of tattoos that
would vibrate when a user receives an alert on their mobile phone.

2. True, false or not given: The tattoo would only vibrate when a user receives a text message
or phone call. False: The tattoo would vibrate for any type of alert, from text messages to a
low battery alert.

3. Why might the tattoos be useful for a person's online security? It might be possible to use
the tattoos to check a person's identity. For instance, a laptop might only display content when
it recognises the user's tattoo.

4. Which phrasal verb in the article means 'to stop thinking or concentrating'? To 'switch off'.
This can be used in a negative way: The lecture was so boring that | completely switched off!
Or in a positive way: | can't wait to go on holiday to forget about work and switch off.

5. Look at the article. Which phrasal verb means both 'to make someone wait on the
telephone' and 'to stop the progress of something'? The phrasal verb 'to put on hold'.

Exercise %4>]

1. My boyfriend didn't call me for my birthday... He sent me an SMS!

2. 1 can't call you from the hotel because the coverage isn't very good and | have no signal.
3. "I'm not sure whether Chris is here today. I'll put you on hold for a minute while I check.”
4. That girl thinks she is better than everyone else. She really needs a wake-up call!

5. Clive didn't answer but | got though to his answer phone and left a message.
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Glossary #EICE

to vibrate =)

an SMS B A

an alert e

a (nice) ring to something W L AGE AN
a patent — LA
ferromagnetic SR 1)

a mobile phone —HBFHL

a top-up —IXAMH

an answer phone message HIG B &

an application Hi

low battery o=
profile MWNEDS!
coverage 7 i 1
charged up G SEiERy EE - S
a wake-up call g

to switch off SEATTRRA

to put on hold
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