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Why does everyone wear jeans? XEEEEKF 44
HEL 3] & Vocabulary: popular trends #0551 i

It's difficult to find a garment as widely embraced, worn and loved as
jeans. The denim trousers are a
staple of wardrobes around the world.
But why?

Anthropologist Danny Miller has just
written a book on the subject. He says
that in every country he's visited,
almost half the population wore jeans.

They were designed as work-wear for
labourers in America's Western states
in the late 19th Century. When a
Nevada tailor called Jacob Davis was
asked to make a pair of sturdy
trousers for a local woodcutter, he had the idea of reinforcing them with
rivets. They proved extremely durable and were soon in high demand.
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Jeans are popular around the world.

Jeans represented the American West and when they started to be worn as
casual wear, they were a symbol of rebellion. They were banned in schools,
which only added to the fervour with which young people embraced them.

Outside America the trend was beginning to catch on too. Many of the Gls
stationed abroad during the war were working-class boys from the Western
states. While off duty they wore their jeans proudly as a symbol of home. The
trousers represented an easier, happier, American way of life, which
Europeans wanted to buy into.

Miller argues they have become so mainstream that they are now a symbol
of the ordinary - a garment people put on to feel comfortable and to fit in.
But according to Paul Trynka, author of Denim: From Cowboys to Catwalks,
there is still something in their symbol of youth and casualness, that puts
jeans beyond the reach of certain people.

Famously, George W Bush and Tony Blair went out on the street in denim
during their first summit meeting. They wanted to show they were ‘regular
guys' but of course, says Trynka, "they both looked like dorks."
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. For which people were the first jeans made?

. Is this statement true, false, or not given? Jeans were not very popular at first.

. Look at the article. Find a word to describe something that can last a long time.

. Is this statement true, false, or not given? In the 1950s, jeans became less popular
because young people were not allowed to wear them at school.

. What did jeans represent for Gls who were sent abroad during the war?
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1. This new computer game is very popular —it'sin ____ demand.

‘ up many high very
2. The trend soon outside America.

‘ catched out catched on catch on caught on
3. Jeans have become all over the world.

‘ streamained mainstream staymain mainseen

4. The group's new album was welcomed with

| fervour feather feature fervess
5. This new seems to be very popular.
‘ trender trendsome trendy trend
Take Away English Bfi & JiiE © British Broadcasting Corporation 2012
Page 2 of 4

bbcukchina.com/learningenglish



Answers and Glossary &£ 5#JC

Quiz /MK

1. For which people were the first jeans made?
Labourers on the farms and mines of America's Western states.

2. Is this statement true, false, or not given? Jeans were not very popular at first.
False: They were soon in high demand.

3. Look at the article. Find a word to describe something that can last a long time.
Durable.

4. Is this statement true, false, or not given? In the 1950s, jeans became less popular
because young people were not allowed to wear them at school.
False: when jeans were banned it only added to the fervour with which young people
embraced them.

5. What did jeans represent for GlIs who were sent abroad during the war?
They were a symbol of home.

Exercise %2>]

1. This new computer game is very popular — it's in high demand.
2. The trend soon caught on outside America.

3. Jeans have become mainstream all over the world.

4. The group's new album was welcomed with fervour.

5. This new trend seems to be very popular.
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Glossary L#

a garment ke
widely embraced S ppve Uil
denim RIGUH AT

a staple of something

TR CRIRO

sturdy S5

a rivet — RUEET
durable T %5 1)
to be in high demand R
casual wear ffishe
fervour ek

a trend — iR
to catch on JEE 1ok
to buy into something Fir5)
mainstream Fi

to fit in RN B
a dork ) AN
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